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The stamps a¢ printad at the axhibition.

Above and below: colour proofs. Tha
colour of proof Mo, 2 was selected,
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Metric Conversion Stamps

Four 7¢ stamps o commemorate Australia’s
change to metric measurements were issued on Tth
Mart%i, 1973,

The stamps are intended to create public aware-
ness of the changes now taking place, and to focus
on four aspects of the metric system which most
Australians will encounter rrn:qucnt]} — length,
volume, mass and temperature,

The series was designed by the Melbourne firm of
Weatherhead and Seitt, Pev, Ltd., who also prepared
the official first day cover. After considering a
number of approaches te the subject, Bruce
Weatherhead and Alex Stitt ;Ldapt-r:::l a cartoon :-',I:,-’EE'
to emphasize forcefully and humourously how
mettic conversion atfects people’s daily lives,

The stamps will be on sale at post offices for
about four weeks, and at philatelic sales centres
for about six months. A souvenir pack containing
the four stamps and priced at 28c is alsao available,

Printing was carried out on the new Rembrandt
]J-Jlulﬂgra'l.-'urt machine at the Note Printing Branch
of the Reserve Bank of Australia, Melbourne, on
Shoalhaven KPSD unwatermarked coated paper
incorparating helecon. Sheet format is similar to
that of the 7¢ 1972 Christmas stamps, as explained
in the December Bulletin—each of the four Metric
Conversion stamps was prinn:nﬂ in sheets 300-on, in
six panes of 50, and then puillotined into sheets of
100 tar post ::l-fhu:E sale. %1:} perforated size of the
horizontal-format Temperature stamp 15 37.75 mm
x 2415 mm, and 24,15 mun x 37.75 mm for the
vetrtical Velume, Mass and L-:*n{.f_r.h stamps, D[::lg-:mn]
marginal markings occur on one-third of the issued
sheets, for the reasons outhned in the 1::-|':rvi|:|LJ.-=-

Bullatin,

Calours, in printing order, are! Length ik,
P %— £ B

grest, f,-'ﬂ]h:nw', rey, black: Volume — pink, green,

red. black; 1'&"[355 gJIJ‘LL vellow, blue, ]_:-l'u:L Temp-
erature—yellow, green, pink, black. Five -::vhnd:rs
were used for the Length stamp, and four for each
af the others,

The decision to change from the complex imperial
svatem of weights and measures to the decimal-
based metric system was announced in 1970, to be
implemented over the following ten years, The
decision resulted from a unamimous recommend-
aticn by the Senate Select Committee on the Metric
System of Weights and Measures, which made ex-
tensive enquiries in all States into the desirabiliey
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ot adoption of metrication and received support For
the change from every sector of the community.
The Metric Conversion Act was passed in 1970 and
made provision ftor a Metric Conversion Board to
tacilitate planning and implementation of metric
conversion with a minimum of inconvenience to the
public; the board was appointed on Lst July, 1970,

Already 90% of the worlds population uses the
metric system, and besides .!'J!Ll.t:.:[l:'ll.F'l. fifteen count-
ries including the United Kingdom, New Zealand
and Canada are in the process of conversion.

The benefits aceruing to Auseralia from conversion
e the internationally-aceepted metric system will
increase efficiency in all walks of life. All Dperi-
tions invalying weighing or measuring will be vastly
simplified by the decimal nature and simple relation-
ship between units and will enable Australians to
rake full advantage of the successful changeover to
decimal currency, In the area of education, the use
of the metric system will quﬂphf}' and um’[}r the
reaching of mathematics and science, reduce errors,
save teaching time and give a better understanding
ot basic physical principles,

The change will also provide a unique opportunity
to rationalise and modernise industrial practices, to
avoid unnecessary  diversity in  manufacturin
praducts and to bring Australia's technical xhndwﬁ:

F":'I'_l:l-Jl_:'ltjl:'il.". :“:l ..'I.I'_l'_l::li'l;i:lr L1 "-'."lL.I'I |:.|'||I:I5l::' ﬁdlﬂ:lj_"rl'_"l_l
internationally, which will be of significant advan-
tage to Australia’s export trade,

The metricsystem was conceived as early as 1585
by a Flemish mathematician, Simon Stevin, [t was
further advanced during the seventeenth century
gnd in 1670 Gabpnel Mouton, vicar of St. Paul's
Church, Lyons, France, proposed a comprehensive
system having as a basis the length of an arc of one
minute of a great circle of the earth, It was not
until the 17905, however, after the French Revolu-
tion, that a metric syslfem was ﬂr_{uptud in France,
By 1799 ten nations were using the metric systéem
and in 1875 an International Bureau of Weights
and Measures was established to maintain and
improve the units on which the metric system is
based. Australia joined the Metric Convention,
witich is the poverning body of the International
Bureau,; in 1947,

In 1948 the General Conference of Weights and
Measures moved to establish “'a practical system of
units of measurement suitable for ﬁdu:-prmn by all
sighatories of the Metric Convention®, This led to
the adoption by the General Conférence in 1960 of
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A doetar examining a chila at the village of Kajupuls, near
| Hollendis, West Irlan, during 8 WHLOYUNICEF haal th

CArg campaigit,

WHLC started a malaria eradication carmpaigni in 19539 &nd

today the disgese haes largaly disappeared from big
| areas af South-east Agia, Eurcpn and theée Amaricas.

The photo [above right) shows an antamologist memoer
of an anti-malaria taam.

the International System of Units, commonly
known as S1.

The 51 system was chosen for adoption in Aust-
ralia by the Commonwealth Government, Unlike
the tather arbitrary measurements of the imperial
syslern which evolved before the effects of science
and technology were felt, and had many diverse
ariging—the inch was originally a thumb's breadth
and by tradition the yard is supposed to have been
the measurement of the distance from the tip of
Henry 1's nose to the énd of his thumb—the SI
metric system is scientifically based on a fixed
measure, the metre.

There iz no single M-day for the starc of metri-
cation. Conversion will occur at ditterent times and
at ditterent rates in the various activities in which
measures play a part. Already many sectors of the
community are well advanced towards conversion;
the pharmaceutical industry changed in 1965 and
mucﬁ of our electronics and chemical industries

work in metric terms. The Australian Post Office
FI]:.'[]I:':'. o convert its puﬁtﬁ.] cervices t0 the metric

5ystem towards the end of 1973

U PHOTO

Postage Stamp for 25th Anniversary of World
Health Crgamzation. .

A 7o ostamp to commemorate the 25th anni-
versary of the United Nations Wearld Health
Organization will be issued on 4th April, 1973, Tt
will be sold ar post offices for abour two weeks,
and at Phil.’tl:r:]':-:; sales centres for up to six months,

The stamp depicts a stylised caduceuns, which has
signified medicine from ancient titnes, and the
United Nations emblem. The d&ﬂign is the work of
Mr. H, Williamson, ot Sydney, who also desipned
the two official first dav covers,

The stamp measures 37.5 mm x 24,15 mm dand
was printed by multicolour photogravure at the
MNote Printing Branch of the Reserve Bank ol Aust-
ralia, on unwatermarked paper with luminescence,
on the Rembrandt machine. Like the T¢ Christimas |
stamps, the WHO stamps were printed 300-up, and
1ssued in sheets of 100,

The World Health Otganization of the United
Mations came into 1:--’:1111&11&!11‘ existence on fch

April, 1948, when its constitution had been ratified
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by twenty-six member states; April 7th iz now
celebrated throughout the world as World Health
[ay,
WHO 15 a speciahzed agency which promotes and
co-ordinates international research in the field of
health and advises member states (at present
numbering 135) on public health and the eontrol
of disease. Its objective, stated in Article I of its
constitution, iz “the attainment by all peoples ot
the highest possible level of health®. WHO is active
in combating communicable mass diseases such as
malaria, vaws and tuberculosis and in 1955 undet-
took a world-wide campaign for malaria eradi-
cation and one for smallpox eradication in 1967,
WHO is prominent in the field of medical educ-
ﬂti.l':lffl th‘l’ﬂ 'i.t II:'HI:[IIJFHE{:L i':l.I'll'_'I. ﬂ.!"i."i'iﬁti"'. m&r::.-' :h:].lﬁ['}n:-i
in the Eraii]it!g of health pEr:-;r:-nnr:l. 'mr:lurling the
granting of abour 3,000 fellowships each year,
mainly to qualified health workers for post-grad-

uate studies. In late 1972 the Australian Govern-
fHent a.rrangn:[i with WHO for the eseablishment of

a regional trainin{g cenitte for health personnel of
the Western Pacihic area to be set up within the
University of Mew South Wales, WHO also SUper-
vises the International Health Regulations 1969
which encourage the use of modern public health
methods to stop the spread of dangerous diseases,

Australian Stamp Artists: Miss Eileen Mayo

The New Zealand Post Office recently issued a
series of four stamps showing alpine plants, designed
by Miss Eileen Mayo, Australian collectors will
recall Miss Mayo as the designer ol the Fauna and
Barrier Reef series of stamps for Australia,

4.5

!

AUSTRALIA

AUSTRALIA

Early varsians of the Barrisr Raaf dégignsg, submitted by
Miga Mayo 1o the Post Offlce In Auguset 18961, The
ealagted subjects ware later developed to the forms shawn
in the sfued stamps,
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The Fauna series depicting six Australian mam-
mals wasissued between 1959 and 1962, The series
EUJFIPTEF-":d the 1/ pl.:-Lt]r'pLIs, 9. .l;angarm:-s, Jd.
tiger cat, 6cd. banded anteatér, 11d, rabbit bandi-
coot and 1/2 Tasmanian tger stamps, all produced
from engraved dies,

At abotut the same time. Miss .!".-’|:L!,'-;:l was also
H’Dt‘L‘.i[]g on an Australian Post Oftfice commiission
to prepare a series of destans showing marine life,
tor multicolour photogravore printing, Develop-
mental work on the dE.Eiglls I:.'md on the gravure
press itselt) extended over a period, and ultimately
six Mayo designs were adopted, showing a humbug
tish, a coral tish, a hermit crab. an anemone hish, a
baraometer crab and a ¢lam and starbish, The first
tour were used on the 7¢, Be, 9e and 10¢ stamps
issted on 14th February, 1966, as part of the
decimal currency seéries, The other two desipns
were not used, mainly because it was not possible
to find places tor them, in view of the principle
that existing designs and values should be converted
as far as pra;ticuE]ﬂ. so that stamp users would sl
be Familiar with designs and rates,

piss- Mayo s an accomplished artist in man
techniques. She trained at the Slade Sr_‘hnmz
London, specializing in wood engraving at the
Central School and in lithography and sculpture at

Chelsea Polveechnic, She later studied at the
Academie Montmartre in Park. Her prints, for
which she has won many prizes, lave been exhibited
at the Royal Academy, London, with the Royal
Society of British Artists, and & many Australian
galleries. Institutions which have bought her work
iclude the Victona and Alksre Museum. the
Contemporary Art Society, English, Scottish and
American gnﬁrﬁcﬂ. and the Natonal Galleries of
most Australian States,

Misz Mavo's work in Austrahiaextended to many
tields. She designed a mural for the C.S.1L.R.O. in
Svdney, and collaborated in another mural for the
Australian Museum, Sydney. She did illustrative
work for many organisations, and was illustrator
and guide-lecturer for the N8 W, Department of
Education, as well as teaching at the Mational Art
School, Sydnev. She iz also well.known in the
tield of tapestry design. which she studied at the
Tabard Ateliers. Aubusson, France,

Miss Mayo moved to New Zaland some vears
AR for f:ﬂ]fll:,.' reasding,  There, she has designed
several Mew Zealand stamps, including the 1969
Cook Bicentenary issue and the 1971 Antarctic
Treaty and UNICEF stamps.

Stamp for Sesquicentenary of Australian lm:lepend-. ”

ent Newspapers

The Australian Post Office will issue a speciil
postage stamp in 1974 to commemorate the 150th
anniversary of independent newspapers in Aust-
ralia,

Announcing  this, the Postmaster-General,
Mr. Lionel Bowen, said that che earlisst independent
newspaper in Australia was " The Australian™ which
was fiest published on 14th Oceober, 1824, by
William Charles Wentworth and Dr, R, Wardell. The
few journals which began before 1824 were Govern-
mental publications.

D‘[h-:r I!!'l.".;ll."FIL':]'I.d'Eﬂt TllE'l.’prﬁFlﬂ.Flﬂl"S Eljmmlf'nlf-ﬁ-li FIL'I'_'I"
lication tollowing the lifting of restraints on pub-
lishers by the Imperial Government in 1825, Today
thete are many hindreds of newspapers and
periodicals printed in Australia catering tﬂr a wide
variety of community interests, Collectively, the
Australian press provides an invaluable contribution

Independence 1966-1973
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Details of the denomination, design and date of

issue of the stamp will be :-uu':nmu:-::] later.

Republic of Nauru—Fifth Anniversary Stamp and
New Definitive lssues

The Government of the Republic of Naury
issued 4 commemosative stamp on 31st Janoary,
1973, to mark the fitth anniversary of the Repub-
lic’s independence.

The: commemorative stamp is the current
detinitive 15¢c Ffug stamp with the words
“INDEPENDENCE 1968-1973" overprinted in
gold lettering by the Mote Printing Branch of the
Reserve Bank of Auvstralia, Melbourne, The stamp

design shows the Republic's blue and gold flag,

Stamp size 18 37.5 mm x 25 mm (including perfor-
ations), with a sheet content of 1040,

The day of issue, 3lst January, is a day of

historical hlg_n'lﬁl_':mrt to the Nauruan people. [t
was on 3lst lanuary, 1946, that Nauroans who
survived their exile by the Japanese to Truk
during World War Il were returned to the island.
Twenty years later on 3lsc January, 1966, the
establishment of a Legislative Council marked the
beginiin ﬁufxulf—g:w-:rn]ﬂent,.'md on 31st January,
196GR. f-uﬁ irldtp:ﬂdr&n-fe was achieved,

Australian collectors may obtain mint and post
marked stamps from the philatelic sales centres of
the Australian Post Office until 31st May, 1973,

T1'|.|: HEUE'L] {-;t”]'r'l:rnm-fl'i[ h-'l.:'i Elﬁ-“ ..'.'ln[li:lll_'l.l]l'_'l'_"l::l.
details of the gradual replacement of the 1968
provisiomnal :1r:f%nitiw:- stamp series overprinted
“Republic of Nauru™ by a new definitive scamp
series of fourteen denominations.

The new stamp subjects are based on designs
by local artists and were selected from among
entries for 4 local d:&:ign competition held in 1671,

The series is being issued in three stages, The first
issue of six stamps which includes a set of five
Hower stamps 15 taking place on 21st March, 1973,

and the second and third issues of four stamps each
will be on 23rd May and 25th July, 1973, Subjects

| and denominations of the firse group of new |

definitives are: lc Ekwenababae (lotus): 2c Kauwe
lud: 3c Rimone; d4c Denea: 5¢ Erekogo (Beach
Morning Glory): and 51 Artifacts elnﬁ Map of
Nauru, The five tlower stamps comprising the 1c to
Se¢ values measure 23 mm x 28 mm and values
trom 7e upwards measure 25.% mm x 38.5 mm.
The subjects and denominations of the second
group  which depicts traditional skills are: 8c
Carching tlying tfish: 10¢ [tsibweb (Mauruan ball
gamel: 15c Maurnan wrestling: and 20 Snaring
trigate birds, Subjects and denomindtions of the
third group are: Jc lkamago fangel tish); 25¢
Mavrvan girl: 30c Catching noddy birds; and 50c
E'ig.“.[r_' lI""ill:l.'1

Finished actwork for the stamps was prepared
by G.L, Vasarhelyi and the stamps were printed
by Formar International Security Printers Ltd.,
London, by tour-colour lithography in sheets of
23,

][ jﬁ H:ll.ii'l_'j.'l:'.:'llul:l. Eh.-.'“: ".l'il'_" T1CW I::I.l'_' I:.iﬁil:.i"."l'." IiF.F.'lH'.' 'lu'ul'i“
pemain in use for approximately live years,

Australian collectors will be able to purchase the
new definitives from Awustralian Post Office phila-
tchic sales centres, as the various dates of issue
oceur, All first day cover orders should be torwarded
Lo th!_' Philatelic Bureai, BRepublic of Naouru, Central
Pacilic. Collectors resident outside Australia
should forward orders for stamps 1o that address
also,

Australian Post Office Selling Fiji's Stamps

In accordance with an agregment concluded
between the Australian Post Office and the Gov
ernment of Fiji, sales of Fijian mint and post-
l‘.I'L:'LrI':'r:.EE] '.1'|'.:':||:'||.F|5 H.J'H:I ['lii'l'I.L 'I:'l::l.'i.T..'l[ '1.1:]1'|I::I'|'|_|f."'|}" WERG
commenced by the Australian Pogt Office on 20th
NMovember, 1972—the date on which Fiji issued
two stamps to mark the Roval silver wedding.
The Government of Fiji also issued two special
surcharged postage stamps on 4th December, 1972,
to aid victims of hurricane Bebe, which on 26th
Cetober, 1972, caused widespread damage in Fiji.
Fiﬁian commemorative stamps are sold at Augst.
ralian Post Office philatelic sales centres for six
months from the dates of issue and definitive
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stamps continue on sale until replaced by sew
stamps. H{L follows a conservative stamp-issing
policy with a regulated programme of thre: or
FI.:-LI.F E:}]‘I:‘IIHEI'IH:II::I:;H'E IEEi.'il.l.I':':'T. k| }'E.HE:I_ E!.E.l['.h 'iﬂlill:
| comprising a set of three or tour walues, and cica- |
sional repléa::mr:nts of definitive stimps.

The firstissue tor 1973 15 a set of three comrme m-
arative stamps on 9th March to mark the Diamond
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Jubilee of Fiji Rughy Union, Two commemaoraiive
issues are planned for the second half of 19731 In
July/August, a set of four stamps will fealure
development projects and four stamps will be
i.."iE'_'I.E'I'_:I. Iil'l: E-J'L'tl::lll'}ﬂ'l.' I:i.E'FJEI'.'ti.”g Iﬁ:“:giﬂ_'lti I:-Egti"i.r.ﬂ_.ls.

Fiji has a dollar and cents dicimal curreacy
arid under the terms of the agreement the Fiian
stamps available at philatelic sales centres are
sold in Australizn currency for the fice value shoown
on the starnps in Fijian currency, thus avoidin

currency conversion problems.
All orders for first day covers must continue to be

addressed direct to the Philatelic Bureau, Sava,
Fiji.

The current definitive stamps, comprising eght
bird E-I.!I:Ij-IEL"['E- atid Eight Hlower subjects, were de-
signed by G. Drummond and prinaed} i England by
lithography by Questa Colour Security Printers,
Stamp sizes are 1c to 20c, 21 mm x 24 mm; 25¢ to
£2 26 mm x 39 mm. Sheet content is 100 starsps.

“FLOWERS" DEFINITIVE SERIES:

le Cirthopetalum umbellatum
3c Calanthe furcata
dc Bulbophyllum sp. nov.
bc Phaius tancarvilliae
10¢ Acanthephippium vitiense
15¢c Dendrobium tokai
30c Dendrobivm gord onii
2 Dendrobium platy gasrrium

"BIRDS™ DEFINITIVE SERIES:

2¢ Cardinal honeyeater
5¢ Grey-backed white-eve
#c Blue-crested hl‘ﬂ&dl}iﬁ
20¢ Slaty tlycateher
25¢ Kandavu honeveater
40¢ Yellow-breasted musk parrot
50c¢ White-throated pigeon
§l  Collared lory

To commemorate the Royal silver wedding, Fiji
tssued two stamps with a common design consistin
of colour portraits of Her Majesty the Queen :mﬁ
Prince Phi]fip surrounded by a trame printed in
silver, The stamps also show a conch shell and
Tabua (ceremonial whale's tq:u:n:hi symbolic of
welcome to the islands, and the traditional flowers
for festive occasions, the orchid, hibiscus and
tagimaucia, The stamps are of 10e and 25¢
denominations and were designed and printed by
Harrison and Sonz Ltd, of London by multicolour
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photogravure, Stamp size is 49 mm x 32 mm and
sheet content is 50 stamps,

The two stamps issued by Fiji to aid hurricane
relief are both from the 1969 definitive series: they
are the 15¢ Sun Birds stamp which has a surcharge

of 5¢ and the 30c¢ Golden Cowrie Shell stamp
which has a 10c surcharge; the total cost of
the two stamps is 60c. Both stamps were over-
printed “'Hurricane Relief' by letterpress at the
MNote Printing Branch of the Reserve Bank of
Australia, Melbourne,

The hurricane was the worst in Fipp in 20 years,
with damagr_' estimated at millions of ﬁ]l:l-H:‘I!TE:. t hous-
ands of homes and hlli.]-l'li:l'lg!-i were damaged and
destroyed, nineteen people were killed and several
injured, The Fijian Government will use the money
received from the surcharges on the stamps for
much-needed hurricane reliet work in the islands,

A §1 South Pacific Festival of Arts souvenir pack
also went on sale in Australia on 20th November,

1972, It contains ﬁinglt mint 2¢, 4o and 50¢ Souch
Pacific Commission stamps, two mint 1(c Festival
of Arts stamps and a Festival of Arts souvenir
cover. The ftollowing postal stationery items are
also available: 5c derpggramme, B¢ aerogramme,
20c stamp booklet, 12¢ registered envelope, 13¢
registered envelope, 3¢ embossed envelope,

The early history of Fiji rugby is very sketchy
but it appears that the first pame was played by
Britich soldiers and native pr:-glit-';- in about 1884,
The first club competition was played in 1904
and Fijians began to play in earnest in 1905.

The Fij Rugby Union was formed by a New
Zealand plumber named Paddy Shechan {a former
Dtago torward) in 1913,

[t is the 60th anniversary of the formation of the
Union which is commemorated on March 9, 1573,

The Fijian Rugby Union is the administrative
body for the'game, Its control extends over 100,000
sanare miles of the Paeitic encompassing 300
islands, 100 of them inhabited, There are abour
GO0 teams and 11,000 players.
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Western Samoa—MNew |ssues

On 29th January, 1973, Western Samoa issued
a set of four commemorative stamps in honour
af the Boy Scout Movement in Western Samoa.,
The series was designed by G. Drummond and
printed by litlmgrnlﬁ-uy by Format International
Security Printers of London; stamyp size is approx-
imately 42.4 mm x 28.44 mm,

The Samean Boy Scout movement was founded
inn the 19305 but later lapsed until it was re-activated
by the formation of the First Anglican Chaplaincy
Troop in November, 1943, This troop was founded
by the Anglican Chaplain at that time, now
Venerable Archdeacon Whinsbon-Aston, C.B.E.,
who has enjoyed a long and interesting association
with the Scouting movement; he is the oldest
holder in the ]-"a.:iﬁ.: of the Wood Radge which he
gained in 1928,

The Boy Scout movement in Western Samoa now
comprises three troops—the Anglican, Mormons
and Marst Brothers—and each individual troop is
depicted on a stamp with the fourth design showing
a combined gatln:rlng af all the troops, Stamp
denominations, -:!-l:.';-::ripﬁnnﬁ and Australian gelﬁng
prices are: 2 sene, Samoan Boy Scouts saluting
the flag,{3e); 3 sene, First Aid Demonstration {4c);
8 sene, Erecting a Tent, (10c); 20 sene; Samoan
Action Song, (23],

Aircraft associated with Western Samoa's inter-
national aitport are featured on the four air mail
definitive stamps issued on Oth March, 1973, The
denominations are in addition to the existing
series of four air mail definitives issued on 27th
July, 1970. The stamps were designed by
Mr. E.W, Roberts of ﬁdﬂ?ﬂidf, and were printed |
in five-colour photogravure by Helio Courvoisier
of Switzerland, Stamp size s 51.5 mm x 36 mm,
and sheet content is 25,

Details of values, subjects and Australian selling
prices are; 8 sene, a Polynesian Airlines’ Hawker
Siddeley 748 taking oft from the international
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atrport, (10c); 10 sene, the aircrake in flight, (13c):
12 sene, the aircrate in front of the rerminal build-
ing,  [1he) 22 sene, a BAC One-Eleven and
n:n:lg‘n:!r international aircraft with the international
ﬁi.'l'i}l:_:l]'t-.ﬁ l::l:,]".-ltl."l.-:ll tower :ifl IE]I'_' .I:li'il:l'i._gl'li.:ll:.ill'.l.. :IEHL‘_:L
The international airport of Western Samoa s
situated at Faleolo, which iz approximately 32 kilo-
metres from Apia, capital of Western Samaoa.
These stamps and the Boy Scout commemoratives
are available to Australian residents from Australian
Post Office philatelic sales centres. Clients resident

outside Australia should send all orders and remt-
tances to the Philarelic Bureau, Apia, Western
Samoa. The Boy Scout commemoratives will be
withdrawn from sale six months from the date of
15511,

Three other issues tor 197 3 have been announced
by the Western Samoan Government—a new 32
definitive depicting a green turtle to replace the
present $2 Mao bird stamp is listed tor issue on
18th June; a ser of four commemoratives to mark
the 25th anniversary of the World Health Organiza-
tinn of the United Nations due for issue on 20th
August; and a set of four Christmas stamps and a
miniature sheet to be issued on 15th October

A special postmarker was used by the Western
Samoa Post Oftice on 19th December, 1972, to
commemorate the splashdown of the American
moon astronauts in Apollo 17. Souvenir covers
franked with the 20 sene moon astronauts stamps
were also available. Apolle mission astronauts are
usually tHlown from their recovery vessel to Samod
by hﬂliitupmr and then I.’IIIl]I]‘PlE'LE! their homeward
journey to the U5, by aircratt.

Papua New Guinea Bird of Paradise Stamps

On 30th March, 1973, Fapua New Guinea 15
releasing a new flora and fauna conservation series
of four stamps featuring Birds of Paradise. The

stamp values are T, 14¢, 2lc and 28c, Serious
concern is being expressed by people of all sectors
of the community about the surival of Papua
New Guinea's wotld-renowned Birds of F'ELI':L{T!':?.E
.:'l'I'II:I 1'|'|{': I:_;'I:I vernment récen [!.':!r Iﬂ_l_'lI: I:".'IL"IL] t]l-:-ll.' A
RBird of Paradise Conservition Progrimme ke under-
taken nver the next two YEArs.

The stamps were designed by Mr. William T,
Cooper and printed in multicolour photogravare
by Helio Courvoisier 5.A. of Switzetland. Stamp
size ofthe 7cand Tdc values1s 28,7 mm x 41.4 mm
and of the 21c and 28c stamps, 2005 mm = 51.5
mm: Sheet content 15 50, Mint and F--:_Jstmarkcd
5Ti"||.'l'|Fl5 AT L:I'I.'.L:I'i.l.-:l.l'.ltll.' Ldd J':'L':.l."itTE!illﬂ :ﬂ]lﬂl:t{']f-'.'i F]'L.Hr.l
the philatelic sales centres of the Australian Post
Office until 30th June, 1973, Clients outside
Australia should send orders direce to the Philatelic
Bureau, Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea,

7o Parolie carolae: The aleitudinal limits of this
somewhat rare bird are between 1150 and 1850
metres where extensive conversion from natural
forest to agriculture will occur in the near futiire
making its survival particularly vulnerable. One of
the tive Flag Birds of Paradise, this species is found
in pockets in the mid-mountain rain forests from
the Weyland Mountains in West Trian thrﬂugh the
central ranges to the Bismark b ange and Mount
Willielm in Papua New Guinea, Commaonly called
Queen Carol's Bird of Paradise, it performs its
11‘|atirlg I.-]i."ir.ll.ﬂ.}':'l'. En[l I'jﬁ[l'lii]'l.g CAEd :i'hlf Eff]l.'l!'ll'_'l..

[de Paridisaea decora: This species iz found

in country above 350 metres on the Normanby
and Ferguson Islands af the d'Entrecasteaux

Archipelago. With its lavender grey breast; it is a
particularly beautiful specimen of the true Birds
of Paradise, Its display is a simple dance; the bird
with wings fluttering hops along the branches in the
tap of a tree, afid at the same e extensive l:.l.iEFIIE'I.'}’
plumes are slightly raised and spread over the back,

IHFLEREF A &) AT
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21c Asitapia mayeri; Commonly called the
Ribbon-tailed Bird of Paradise, this species is tound
in a very restrictive range which extends from Mt,
Hagen west to the mountains of the thag and
Strickland rugi-:_::rl.ti;_ it iz also found on Mount
Giluwe. It occupies high mountain forest areas
from about 2400 to 3300 metres above zea level,
The male has two long ivory-white feathers as
a tail, with which he makes Ijl{i-:kir:g noises as he
trails the plumes atter him through the air,

28c Astrapia stephaniae: The pair of long central
tail feathers of the male Princess Stephanie Bird of
Paradise 15 highly wvalued for adormment by the
people of the thickly-populated Highlands of
New Guinea, The very extensive areas where this
species occurs has allowed i, so fae, to withstand
the ever-increasing hunting pressures, A medinm-
size bird, with tail up to 660 mm long in the male
and 360 mm in the female, it ranpes throughout
H'IE' I:_:lf_':Tl'tT:i.! TEICILIT] L'i!i.l'l:.'". l:]l:l- I.l'll." F.i_}l.'lth-ﬂ-'lﬁt HE".‘F I::-:;'lli'llli,".'.:-l
mainland and west to the north-eastern slopes of
the Mt. Hagen range.

Christmas lsland Ships Series

Christmas Island issued the third group in the
.';]Lip:a definitive series of stamps on 6th February,
1273, in the denominations of 4c¢, 53¢, 9¢ and 50c.
The stamps were printed in multicolour phoro-

gravure in sheets of 50, by Harrison and Sons, Ltd..
London. Stamp size is 37.72 mm x 25.40 mm,

The series depicts ships which have [igured in the
history of the island. The stamp subjects are:-

4c “Pigot". During December of 1771 Captain
Gearge Richardson of the “Pigot" spent three
days searching unsuccessfully for an anchorage at
Christmas Island, and finally sent a cutter ashore
where the men collectéd crabs and birds.

Fc §.5. “Faletta™, This vessel is 2 modern bulk
carrier built in 1968 ar Landskrona, Sweden, She
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iz on charter to the British Phosphate Commission-
ers and regularly carries cargoes of rock phosphate
and p]mslﬁzam dust between Christmas Island and
New Zealand ports where superphosphate works
are situated: VOVAZes are also made to Australian
ports. The vesse] can carry up to twelve passengers,

Oc H.M.S, “Imperious”. Captain Henry William
May of H.M.8. “Imperious” landed at Flving Fish
Covée in June 1888, and formally declared
Christmas Island to be part of the British Empire.
The first settlement on the izland was established
in November of the same year by George Clunies
Ross at Flying Fish Cove.

50c “Amethyst”. The fiest attempt to explore
Christmas [sland was made by Captain Grenfell of
the frigate “Amethyst” in 1857, when a party of
men tried to reach the summit of the plateau which
has several prominent rises, the Eighest being
356 m. No way was found up the inland cliff and
the ascent was abandoned.

Australian clients may obrtain mint and post
marked stamps from the philatelic sales centres of
the Australian Post Office.

Clients outside Australia should order stamps
from the Philatelic Officer. Christmas lsland, Indian
Oecean,

MNew Philatelic Handbooks

Two further handbooks in the series dealing with
the history of Australian postage stamps have been
published.

“The Definitive Stamps of the Reign of King
George VI describes 46 ditferent definitive stamps,
fram the Y2d Kangaroo of 1938 to the 8%d Royal
Portrait stamp of 1952, A chapter relating to the
1946 stamp design competition 15 alsa included,

The story of Australian definitive stamps is
continued up to the introduction of decimal

currency in the other booklet, “The Definitive
Stamps of the Reipgn of Queen Elizabeth 111952-65",
Both publications contain illustrations of unadopted
designs of the period.

Both books are available at 50¢ each, post free
by surface mail, from all AP0, philatelic sales
centres.

Australian Stamp Programme for 1973

The stamp programme for 1973 was announced
recently by Mr, Lionel Bowen, Fostimaster-General

in the Whitlam ministry formed following the
December 1972 Federal-elections. Sir Alan Hulme,
Paostmaster-General in the previous government,
had earlier announced his intention to retire and
did not contest the election,

The first 1973 stamps, the Metric Conversion and
World Health commemoratives, are described
on other pages in this Bulletin, Other 1973
commemoratives will mark the 50th anniversary of
Legacy, an organisation which cares for dependents
of deceased ex-servicemen, and lor E]131|: 50th
Hﬂﬂi?ﬂ:fﬁ-ﬂf'}l— 'I__.IF 'I_'hl.'_'.' ﬁ]".:if TIZE'.I]IIF !':'I.I.'Eiﬂ .I_'.IIT'l.':l:II'.'r.{.'H.SL'E: il.l

Australiz,
in the definitive series; there will be tour further

| stamps in the Famous Australians series: some of
the lower values will be replaced by multicolour
photogravure designs; and the 1966 Antarctic
series will be replaced.

Architacture, Mational Development and Aust-
ralian Paintings series are also Flaﬂuﬂd, Mr. Bowen
said,

The Famous Australians series of four basic rate
scamps will depict Dame Mary Gilmore, writer and

oetess: Sir Isaac saacs, jurist and first Australian-
Emn Governor-General; Marcus Clirke, author of
“Faor the Term of His Natural Life*’: and William
Charles Wentworcth, who made (with Blaxland and

Lawson ) the first Blue Mountains crossing, in 1813,
and was later prominent in the affairs of celonial
Mew South Wales. This series will appear about
May, 1973

The third series of four National Development
stamps, scheduled for June, will probably occupy
(as short-term definitives) the denominational range
of the .ﬁubﬁrigln.‘u] Art series,

Eight longterm definitive stamps featuring
Australian gem stones and sea life, to replace the
lower value Queen Elizabeth 1! desipns, will be
issued about July,

The current Antarctic Territory stamps will be
replaced by a new definitive series featuring

| explorers’ aircraft and the food chains which link

tiny plankton and shrimps with seals, birds and
whales. The series will appear about August or
September, to enable stamps and first day covers to
be despatched with the annual relief ships later in
the year.

The Legacy stamp will be a basie rate commemor-
ative, tor 1ssue in Seprember.

The Architecture series will take over the slot
now filled by the Rehabilitation series, and wdll
appear in October, The annual Christmas stamps
wiﬁcﬂ.lﬁ{] be issued in that month.

The Radie Anniversary stamp, a basic rate
commemorative, i expected to be released in
MNovember,

The Australian Paintings stamps are planned to
teplace the remaining three Navigators serizs stamps

As they are scheduled towards the end of the
yeat's printing {Jrﬂgj'ammﬂ, and as their nature will
?

require particular attention to the production of
accurate facsimiles of the original paintings. the
date of issue is still tentative at this stage.

Full details of d:iign:';, valuies and dates of issue
will be anncunced progressively through Stamp
Preview and this journal.
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San Gabriele Award to A.P.O.

The 1972 San Gabriele International Prize for
Philatelic Art, given annually to the nation which
issues the best postal item on a religious subject,
was awarded to the Australian Post Office’s 1971
Christmas acrogramme.

The acrogramme, issued on 1st December, 1971,
teatured the 1971 Christmas stamp design, slightly
enlarged compared with the same design in sheet
torm, and a decorative “star!" motil on the left-
hand side of the address face. The stamp was
designed by Mr. John Lee and the acrogramme by
Mr. Ray Honisetr,

The San Gabriele panel of judpes included
sculptor Giacomo Manzu, artist Armando Testa,
Monsignor Giovanni Fallani, President of the
Pontifical Commission for Sacred Art, and other
prominent personalities. Mr. G. Pretyman, First
Secretary, Australian Embassy, BRome, accepted
the gold medal award and diploma on behalf of the
Australian Posc Office, at a ceremony in Verona.
A gold medal and diploma were also awarded to the
Morwegian postal administration tor a series of two

stamps commemorating the tounding of the diccese
of Oslo.

Naw Pictorial Postmarker for Mildura Arts Centre

A new pictorial postmarker, featuring the
equestrian sculpture on display ar the entrance of
the Mildura Arts Centre, was introduced at the
Mildura Post Office on a continuing basis from
[9th December, 1972, The cast iron sculpeure
which won the 1967 .Mildura Triennial Sculpture
Competition is by Sydney artist Mr. Herbert
Flugelman. All mail posted in the letter receiver
located outside the entrance to the Arts Centre is
taken to the Mildura Post Office and processed
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with the pictorial postmarker, The new postmarker
replaced the old postmarker which had been in use
since 4th Oceober, 1970,

Australian and overseas collectors may obtain
serviced philatelic covers impressed with the post
marker by torwarding an order for 9¢ for the phila-
telic cover, plus the cost of the stamp/s to be
atfixed, to the Otticer-in-Charge, Philatelic Sales

Centre, Box 9000, G.P.O. Melbourne, Auvstralia ._

3007

Collectors  in  Auvstralia  desiving
impressions on private covers should forward fully
stamped and addressed covers, under paid cuter
covers, to the Postmaster, Mildura, Vietoria 3500,
Overseas collectors should forward fully addreszed
but unstamped private covers, with a remictance to
cover the costs of the Australian stamps to be
affixed, to the Philatelic Bureau, 374 Bourke Street,
Melbourne, Victoria, Australia 3000,

E]-D:E:t 1T rker

Another Australian-designed U N, Stamp

Further to notes in the June 1972 Bulletin, the

United Nations Pastal Administration has announc-

ed the issue of another UM, stamp dcsigne:d h}'
Mr, George Hamori, of Sydney.

The stamp, to be issued on 13th Apeil, 1973, has
the subject “Stop Drug Abuse”, It 13 being printed
in photogravure by Heraclio Fournier 5,A., Spain,
in 8c, 15¢ {L1,S.) and 0.60 francs {Swiss) values.

r'n“lr- H:!f[]‘i]['i. !.."i 'h'.l'l';'li-l':ll.li:l"h\:'Tl. i‘ur [-lll"i "'ltﬁﬂ'lp {lﬂsigl—lﬁ
for Audstralia, United Nations, Papiia New Guines
and other countries.

Short Notes

|  The 7c stamp issued to commemorate the Tenth
| International Congress of Accountants, Sydney, an
16th October, 1972, was printed on Wigging Teape
coated unwatermarked paper incorporating helecon.
Thl: I:EI]I:I-I_JTE. i!'l Prinﬁng I.'_:lTI._-].I:T Wi I[:Il'ﬂ]'l.gl'_'.l |:.|[L'||:._
green and black, A new blue eylinder was utilized
midway through the printing,

e 5

The seven Pioneer Life Series stamps issued on
| 15th November, 1972, were all ]:-rir!n:e-tg1 on Wiggins
| Teape coated unwatermarked paper incorporating
helecon. Five cylinders were used for each wvalue
(except for the 40c stamp which required the
replacement of the grey cylinder midway through

the initial printing, due to danageof the original
cylinder} and colours in printiig oder, were: 5¢—
ﬁrﬂj.-', :.J-E'Ilu'l.:..r, red, bhie, E!ﬂ-:]-i: 1Dc- ey, 'g,-'-::[]nw,
Fown, stpla, black: 15c—prey,  vellow, eell,
brown, black; 40c- grey, vellow, red mauve, ﬁac};;
f0c—grey, vellow, red, brown hladk; é0c—mish-
PO, '-E“L‘lw, tant, charcoal  black: E{IE—E;FE}'.
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A special postmarker was provided at the Toombul
g6 1) 1 Post Office, Queensland. from 9th to 11th Nosw-
During the Twelfth Warld I—E.Ehaluljt;lth::-nC-.'_J-ngr-uﬁs aimber. 1972 1,-]|:|r"r|1g the [hr.;_a,_._d_-_l}. SEATID fl.iSFl]ﬂ:"r'
held Frn_n'l. 27th August to 1 jepiember, 1972, | presented by the Combined Committer of the
thﬂfpnl?.:m: postmarker illustrated in the September | Brishane Philatelic Societies at the Teombul Shop-
Hui.ctlm was used at th? F'Ell:l'i_ PGI?LF Post I‘jmfh‘ @ ringtown. The design for the postmarker was
Nr‘-:-l'll'u te cancel 4,326 anicles including 408 sifnilar to that used L‘|L1r'l|1g the 1971 display, A
registered. ! total of 3,342 articles were postmarked, including

Further to reference in the December 1972
Rulletin, the special postmarker provided for the
Fitth World Conference an General Practice held
at EBast Melbourne, Victoda, from 2nd to 6th
Ocrober, 1972, was used to cancel 4,923 articles
including 24 registered, Previous publicity gave the
dates I'.l’g[h:i!-i faln::il'lr.}' as 3rd to 10¢h QOctober bue
the date was later changed by the conference
GrgaﬂiFErE..

o
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Further to reference in the December 1972
Bulletin, the special postmarker used on a continu-
ing basis at the Post Office Museum, Hobart,
Tasmania, s shown in the Accompanying
illustration.

Fp—

1 5 rfgi.'-:ta:: recl

L

A temporary post office was provided at the
Town Hall, Perth, during Wapex *72, the Western
Australian Philatelic Exhibition held from 2th to
15th October, 1972: 5.841 articles im_'|u:_'ling | 35
tegistered were postmarked with the special post-
marker shown,

LS o

Six eylinders were used in the printing of the Tc
Christmas 1972 stamp issued on 2%th November,
1972, The five colours in order of printing were
grey, yellow, red, blue, brown. During printing
new grey cylinder replaced the -:n'iginu% one which

had been used for approximately half of the
priniting, For the 35¢ Christinas 1972 starmp issied
on the same date, the colours in printing order
were yellow, magenta, dark blue, black, cyan, from
:l'-j'.r-l':' li.:'!r'.lil'lll;:l.l'_"TH-

L b

HAMILTON
15 NOV [972

NSW 2303

N fp
L
Ve

L

o ol, MARYS
' | 5 ROV 1972 |
NSl 276)

Ly

Cor
B
by,

! 15 NOV 1972
o A DZG ke
&

-
Y -
%,

D4y oF

First day of issue postmarkers were introduced
at post offices at Hamilton and St, Marys, N.S.W..
and Bordertown, S.A., on 15th November, 19732,
the date of issue of the Pioneer Life sta I s,

These additions bring the toral of post offices
with first day of issue facilities to 400, of which 74
are philatelic sales centres,

a5
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The postmarker used at the temporary post office
located at the venue of the Tenth lnternational
Longress of Accountants, 16th to 21st October,
| 72, was npp“:ri to 7.056 articles ir:n:ll.'n:lil'lt_rI 26
registered,

Lt b

GLEN INNES
12 OCT 1972
N.S.W, 2370

lenpey 1t

A special postmarker was provided at Glen Innes
Post Office, N.3.W., for “Glenpex 72" philatelic
exhibition, held between 12th and 14th October,
1972, as part of the Glen Innes municipal centenary
celebrations. The postmarker was used on 2,553
articles, including 30 registered,

SAMFORD &
"2, OLD 4520 4%

& i
;-5?,?4?._6 ,!.Fﬁ:i "-.ﬁ:"}‘

A special postmarker was usea at the Samford,

Qld., non-ofticial Past Office for the Third Aust-
ralian Senior Scouts Venture, over the period

27th December, 1972, to 6th January, 1973. A

tatal of 4,279 articles, including 144 registered,
were postmarked with the special postmarker,
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A postmarker was used ar 4 temporary post
office at the Church of England Boys' Society
National Camp at Swanleigh, W. A, | over the period
Sth to 15th January, 1973, ta can cel 3,562 artcles
inciuding 20 registered.

e ok % ok

Erratum: In the article “Stamp Design Competi-
tions {3)" on page 15 of the September 1972
Bulletin, the expression “'1st May, 1971 should
read ““1st May, 1911."

O

We are frequently asked why Antaretic and Cocos
stamps are valid for use in Australia, whereas other
Territories' stamps are not. The position is that the
provisions of the Australian Post and Telegraph Act
apply also to the Australian Antarctic Territory and
to Cocos {Keeling) Tslands, and the Australian Post
Oiffice 1z thus responsible tor all postal matters—
including the design and printing of stamps—in
both Territories, and their stamps and those of
Australia hawve interchangeable validity.

ll'}n:rnh'ﬁ:r:it]}r, Papua iNew Guinea, Christmas Island
arid Morfolk [sland have their own PI.'J-E'I'.E.J. ordin:
ances, and each is responsible for its own postal
affairs, including the design and printing of postage
stamps. For geographical and historical reasons,
philatelists regard and collect Commonwealth and
Territories stamps as a group, but because of the
legal position Australian stamps are not valid for
postage in Papua Mew Guinea, Christmas Island or
MNorfolk Island, nor their stamps in Australia, noc
has the Australian Post Office any jurisdiction over
these three Territories' FI'I:IS-EH]. services or stamp
PrOgrammes.

Aerogramme
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The 1971 Christmas serogramimea, the subject of the San Sabrlele award [page 53).
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CHIRISTRAMASDG 1972

The address faca of the 1872 Christmas aarogranimnme.

Stamp Design Competitions (9]

| THE 3d KOOKABURRA STAMP AND THE

INTERNATIONAL PHILATELIC EXHIEBITION,
MELBOURNE, 1928

During 1927, the Committee of the International
Philatelic Exhibition which was then |::u:i|1g OTEan-
ized for the period 29th October to 15t November,
1928, had been in communication with the Post-

| master-General's Department regarding 3 pmpﬂsul

COUNTRY OF DESTINATHERN

that a competition be conducted for the best
design suitable for a Commonwealth postage stamp.

The Department concurred in the suggestion that
the .E.thiﬁltim: Committee conduct such a com-
petition and agreed to make available the services
of an officer to act as one of the judpes of the sub-
mitted dezigns. The Department also promised to
give adequate consideration to the winning design,
and if it were then accepted, to award a special
premium,

The rules of the competition were subsequently
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announced by the Exhibinion committee and were
A% E'::.'].l.":"illl:'-l:

fa} The competition i for a design suitable for an
Anstralian Commonwealth stamp;

) Designs may be submitted in any iize convenient
to fhe compelilor, but a reduced ilhustration
rotghly the size of the proposed starmp must
alzo be shaowmn;

i) Al desions must  nclude  the  words
"AUSTRALIA"Y, "Postage™ and value in fipures
aned words, or in figures only;

Wy Any denomination may be designated, but it is
siggested that the value 113d be selecied;

(el The design is to be suitable for reproduction in
ore colour anly;

() Prizes affered for the winning designs are gold,
silver and bronze wmedals suitably inscribed:

(o) e addition, the -i‘ammm:we.;qhg Postal Depart-
ment whdertakes fto consider the winning design,

' and in the event of it adoption will pay an
additional premium of £25 to the successful
AesigHEeT]

() All entries must be made wnder a nom-de-plume,
the name and address of the designer beingp

E!'l'l'_".lll.'i'.':'-i'lij M .!-'{!'H-IIEI'.II Ei‘l!'I'E.!I-E.I' g {rH ﬁ:.iIEE LA TS |I'5]:|T-|I'E '|--'_||I- |

which shall be written the nom-de-plime as
endorsed on the back of the design;

(1) All enttries must be accompanied by an entrance
fee of 2i6d, which _;ILP-F' sttall permit of the sub.
mission of three separate designs. For any design
over this mwmber, an additional fee must be
pafd. Such fees may be paid in post-office money
orders, Australim pastal notes, or cash, Unused
starmips will not be accepted:

1 No entry will be accepted as bona fide wiless
accompanied by the appropriate entravce fee,

‘ f.'!EJ. Al ffE.-:?'rgH.'.' will become tHie Yoperty r_:n_,l’- the

Exhibition Corumiltee until iiﬁ' close of fhe

Exhibition, Subsequently they will be disposed

:}_ir.;J.-' desired EJ_}I the CoMmpe tifor;

Tha unissued 1/ atamp.

The 1/ design rmodif | ad
B cEscriDad [ the teit

‘1] Entries for this competition close on July 15,
1925,

(it Al entries must be addressed to 'Hon, Secretary,
fternational Philatelic Exhibition, Bpx 1657N,
Melbowme, Australia’, and szt be i his hands
oy that date.”’

The Exhibition Committee hoped that if a suit-
able design were selected, it would he possible
for the Postmaster-General's Department to arrangs
for the stamp to be issued at the time of the
Exhibition.

The Department tound, however, that becanse of
the time factor - entries did not close unsil 1st July,
1928—it would not be practicable to adopt this
course;in any event, it had to consider the possibil-
ity that the competition might not yield any suic-
able designs.

Ii.-:'l::ll._if"l'i.l._].l'_"l'iElE:il'_l']'l. Wdas t.l'l.l';"l'lu gi‘.'-.’.'n CoF Of hl:‘l" IT1ICATES i:l':r'
which the Department might become associate
with the Exhibition in a practical manner,

(e memﬂ given seriols attention was that the
F'I.':i[i‘.i.ll.g_ [ El'l.ll: I:!Lf.:n-l:;urr-l;:nl: fEI'IIEI:I El_’ﬂ_m]} |_1E I:.I:I:'l'l-"ll:ln'
strated at the Exhibition but this was discarded
in favour of a suggestion that more interest would
be aroused il the printing exhibit was of a new
stamip,

In developing this suggestion, in conjunction
with the General Manager, Mote Printing Branch,
Commonwealth Bank of Australia (Mr. John Ash)
it was a%rwd that a stamp printing exhibit was
practicable. Asa tentative subject for a new stamp,
Mr. Ash then provided a proof of an unissued 1/-
stamp bearing a “Swan" -:E:f.i.t_rln to which had been
added the words “International Philatelic Exhib-
ition Melbourne 1928,

The Department felt, however, that as a swan
was typical of Western Australia, the modified
design was scarcely suitable, nor was it perhaps
desirable to refer specifically to the Exhibition on
a stamp.

:

rAr, Harrison's winning dasign.

Finally 1t was decided to utilize the design of the
6d Kookaburra stamp which had been issued in
1913, The ariginal die had been retained and from
this was prepared a new die expressing the denom-
ination of 3d. At the same lime opportunity was
taken to modity and improve the form of lettering,
It was also agreed to issue the stamp in blue colour,
to conform to Universal Postal Union requirements.

Attention was also given to the composition of the
Starnps in sheets. It was decided that the shests
te be printed at the Exhibition should be made o
of blocks of four stamps, with selvedge on afl
tour sides, contained within large sheets of 60
stamps; each such sheet would then comprise
fitteen blocks arranged in three rows each of five

| blocks of four, A proposal that an inscription to
be associated with the Exhibition be printed on
the marginal paper surrounding each block of four

amps was seriously cnnsider&ﬁ but not adopted.
The normal sheet formation of 120 stamps was
adopted for that part of the issue which was to be
printed at the Note Printing Branch,

The original approval for the stamp provided
that 1,000,000 should be Fa'inte;'.-n:l in blocks of four
within sheets of 60, to be sold (as far as practicable)
at the special post office to be established at the
Exhibition, and for 4 000,000 stamps to he issued
in ordinary sheets of 120, to be sold at Australian
post othices generally,

The date of issue hixed ftor the stamp ar che
Exhibition post office was 29th Ocrober, 1928, on
which day the function was opened.

The stalnp Was not issued at other post offices
until 2nd I'-.I-:wemhrzr, 1928, and in this connection
specific instructions were given that the sale of
ordinaty 3d {(King George V type) stamps was to
cease when the 3d Kookaburra stamps became
available and was not to be recommenced until
stocks of the latter were exhausted.

Resumption of sales of ordinary 3d stamps
commeneed in South Awvstralia on 29th January,
1929, in Western Australia on 20th February, 1929,
in Tasmania on 25th February, 1929, in Victoria
at the end of the same month, in Queensland on
23rd March, 1929 and in New South Wales on 16th
April, 1929,

All stamps were printed on unwatermarked paper
and perforations gauged 11. Four steel plates, two
ot 120 and two of 60 impressions, were used for the
printing and issued sheets contained either 120 or
60 stamps, except that there was also a small
issue of sheers ﬂ-rpﬁ{]', these being -nﬁginaf”}r part of
larger sheets,

The total printing was 5,043,000 stamps which
Waere Ebiﬂllﬂd IH'I I.'iI.I:' E}Ilnwing ."iI']EI:E ['-I!;ITTI'IE: .

Sheets of 30 — 6,800

Sheetsof 60 — 16,700 1,002,000 stamps)

Sheets of 120 — 31,975 (3,837,000 stamps)

Of the total issue, 20,400 stamps were punctired
with the initial letter “O8", A proportion of these
was distributed to members of the Federal Parlia-
ment at the time of issue,

The first sheet fjrilam}js rinted at the Exhibiticn
was not perforated and -.nE!::r being displayed in an
exhibition frame was subsequently presented by the
Department to His Majesty King George V for
inclusion in the Royal colleetion.

As the total sale of the new stamp at the
Exhibition post office was only in the vicinity of
ten per cent of the quantity printed at the Exhib-
ition, the balance of such sheets was taken into
UTdiﬂHl—}" StU'I'_'-I‘E Hnil :'i-l'.':lll.'.'l:. I;:|:|l'|_.|l:|_'||'r|:':"|'|.|:i]|-' Wit]] Etﬂ.]'ﬂ_FlE
in sheets of 120, at post offices generally,

The printing of the stamps at the Exhibition was
effected on a small Hoe machine and the Note
Printing Branch statf fully demonstrated each phase
[TF- ]_:ll'ilnting :':||__|I.-1 Elf“rlrl:j]‘;ltj:ng.

The EF:{:ial postmark used at the Exhibition was
of circular pattern, 30 mm in diameter, As a dn:’.l::-arr-
ura from normal practice, postmarks were apphed
either in red or green colour. A distinctive regist-
ration label was also employed.

I|.-II.'!|'_' !'i'l.Erll:Fl -‘.[-:."-:ign |'_'|;1-!1'|P-'.:|!1'tji_‘.-n l:l:.l::ll.'_l.'ll.l:tﬂll_'l h:r" |_'.|'|.IIE"
Exhibition Committee resulted in 108 designs, the
work of 60 competitors, being received, The jury
Whil:h Eﬂnﬂ:.dffﬂ'd I:]'l.l'_" -:r.l:i'ifﬁ -I:'I:II'I'IP'I'.EEI:I;_'I.
Mr. P.T, Berry, F.R.P.5.L., Mt, Jas. Murray, Post-
master-General’s Department; Mr. John Ash,

Cieneral Manager, Note Printing Branch, Mr. J.5.
MacDonald, art critic, and Mr. A.A, Rosenblum,

p}LiIal:cl'IEL.

The first prize, a pold medal, was awarded fora
King's Head design entered by Mr. B, A. Harrison,
engraver at the Note Printing Branch. Subsequently
the d&ﬁign was accepted by t%n: Paostmaster-General's
Department and a cheque for £25 was presented
ta Mr, Harrison [11,' the Lieutenant Governor of
Victorda (Sir William Irvine) following upon the
opening of the Exhibition by His Exeellency on the
evening of 29th October, 1924,

Mr. Harrison's winning de 5L wWas not £l]|:|5||‘:l:| Lent-
lv utilized for a postage stamp.

(204,000 stamps)
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